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Efforts to adequately and accurately teach Negro history in the schools are 
discussed. Impetus for this drive has been given by psychologists who are convinced 
of the importance of including Negro history in the school curriculum in order to 
improve the self-concept and raise the aspirations of Negro students. Questions of 
"separate vs. integrated" books and maters, inservice teacher education, and the 
role of the Federal Government in promoting multicultural textbooks are briefly 
discussed. (MR) 
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"If Negt^eln^ bh ra ben, their hietorf i^ll not bnly be - 
oorr^tly >n*tri^ in- aohool textbooks, bat ebhocG:' bbafd a' eiU be* novad 
to Ixgr these books and teaehers wlU be nored to teach thex«" This observe 
' tloit' bgr a'perticipent in’^ab IpiH’,- 1965 Coh f eb e B b e' of textbook ftabliehers 
to con^der*’th£0 seeiis to aptly 'sox 0|l- the j pk eb e n t statdii of the 

long Mee toindiig OOiise of jtidiabe and ralr piUi^'to a bed. aitttatlon* 
-f'BSstcM.iuiie' oah’ batdogoe a record of'pleeidiibge vith t^Giili'eiierS- and 
boards^ for edeqaiste and aaftOrato tea^ hietorir in the 

-idiieh Hill irtTetch oeer-hearlj^ h h un d r e d ' yeartV-' ' 

nio preseht Mrs is bOinil^ i^een k poe^^ fif the'inbitewii«l 

strong oravlctioOi of i|M 90 diolb^ 8 ts''ciolieerid:ng* t^ 
a -pacqCLa'ln' teildii^' the' self^oOOeetits^and - as|dJ^ leeeils Of its peang 
To tortraV'Oohraet^^ of ac^sebOeht is to baUd a fOondatioB 

of pride in self, respect for self and confidence in the abiliiT ^ sOlf to 
praeafU Zdaeoiirate' ildrtcb^ is to^ deidir0r» it *least to i^ndr, the 

Offortda^^^ for sn& dcivelo|iMnt ^Ad to lay 0 fOffiidatiOn fOr self-hata, 
.salf«dotibtr iftfiT-*^in‘ aity bas'ea^^sidfHiestrta^tibii ^iroa^ *'ttie parsait of ahat 
pajohOlbjiiats tariAF a. sOlf^fba iP i nt ng tOophait^ k''aart of pap<diolo|^oal 
lynddnk cirrled baft In a^pomo the Ibgio ^-Idran* as 

rictins held captiea bgr school atteliainoe 



h-« *•**■•'*'• '*T^* •• * * ,* 



■ vllilto.dillilM^ Oh the ’ether idth x^ocnpletO abiDtisr af a 

rado rd 'Of O Bhi af a he nt of Negroes dn this oodiltry and faced too often Oith 



the denagiiig 'stareetgnA^ of 'an 



being, deealop concepts et lAEte 
"Beprintad fTon Negro History Vovanber, 1965* Tf •> 5 f* 
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sopronacy (xTtsn the Tear^hate of the fierce Negro varrior of sexual 

* • 

derring-do ufaieh underglrds so aieh of the raeiaX in this country* 

So. vhile a little Negro boy is . being psychologically enaseulated by the 
history materials in his classroom^ ^ the idiite boy is being turned into a 
little bigot by the talf sane materlalv In truths ipwe and more uhito 
parents are recognising this ’factf . he, too, is being pqrehologioally un- 
done. . ' ‘‘ 

- An important oorollazy.to -this prOpositipn/''iind one idiioh, is. oahsing 
oonoem in the nqpidly proUferhtihg programs. ^ ocAqiensator^ 
for depriyef youth, is the growing belief thu:b nch of the relHtrdatlon of 
Nagro youth camf 6 i be attributed to "cultural ,depriih’£lon" but. must bb laid 
to ediiratlftanl TMa ■inw hoiHg t^t;widacatienal deprivation 

does not .only consist of the achdol shifts, decrepit^TShildings andr skeptical 
•fid ifieo cperi eneed teachers all Vhleh luiive been the^lot bf so man y Ncgvh 
ehilteen, but that the white . supr em a cy reading and eocial studies naterials 
so alienate theme ^ilchon that they 'b^letely. rejeat raadli^ habit* 

Or at ^least the habit of reading the l^bUka on idiieh^tlie standardiaed /tei^ 

. ■ ' ' • -i./ ^ - 

are based*. . .r. •••" '' ' ....'-.r.*--- '" ' " ’ 

These, yiepn beooning i^dely accepted, ei^n hei^llldW, and tl^fmerii 









force of auidi teetiiiDny added tp- strident demanda^ fay -siMptle Ju8ti9a,^pi^it 






finally win the daar* dnd atrldensy ia 'iiioreaaing .with dait^ passing, 



■- *% 



S.I.C.C. and tbe- Blaeli HmUm, 



I, ha*^ aj^BBat^'ilauidiad |haii^ 



: 



own veraiona Amarican History ttid'tha^ cry for ^^eform^haa t)Mn taken-up 



at the graasroota level in muy ni omp inf tiea* 









At this writing, California has a very xoc^t law^ on' the books ai^^ 
aooorata portrayal of Hagroea ,iu-.fublib' school textbobkg. New Tork .^, ;.. 
promotii^ the study of Na^ro history through an intargroup relatione di^a-' 



ion in its state department of aduoation* The Uaal^ngt^, C* SabMl. 
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Board has doteloped a ayllahas on Bagro hiatoiy to anpp^anant its ssoondary 
social studies course and one could go on* Bren Virginia’s State Board of 
Education placed one of the nev "integrated teartboolql" on the state approved 
list with bland ooaBsnt to the effect that the "prdbleif of Begroes in tea^ 



books did not exist and that untU recently no such book had. com before : 
than for approval* idoptions have also been reported in oth^ southern 
states althoufl^ there are disturbing reports of de^integratlon of sons 
shipnents headed for southern states by bhe sin^e expedient pf suitehing 
a fev plates at the printer* These adoptions in septhern ftetes at 

leapt nullify the classic reply of pubUshers to chaw® Pf . 

aona ^wg "integrated txx>ka won’t sell*" Many woi^d p^^bly 
tfarou|b in a business operation which aust bo “t bp ® ^th. any copppipnce 



at all a dehuMnising experience* Two recmt cpnf^^es of^ p«d^a|ierp 

• . * . ■ ^ ^ ' i - I . " * r 1 * 

the writer eddreseed en thie eri»Je<rt,.,«W ^ heifhot. 

■en of soee honest ooncern about idiat they were doing to huim^b^nga pnd. 



• >'ii • 



f ellptf epnntrynen* :---v - 

^ ‘ 4* * -'^ * • ‘ ^ < 

Persuading pdblishers to acpurately reyisp tiaxtbookn and fpl^l 
to place then on the approved list is not by- any aeasn P^ rO^,.1^^.,*f5PBBlO*.. 
It ie en l*perteiit lispeet, however, as {KfbUahere, -heerda. and 



eiea raidc at the top of the Uat of reeognlaed gea^^,,^ ^ 



the correct books on the pdoptipn lis^f «• Wb 

. V r'- . /f -ir V 



schools* tet after we. 

still get the ■aterial tan^t and get it taught and evp^tp^ ., 

Tbia ta a Miig^ridad dhaUenae. It infolwM 1*e 55*^^ of .a^arat* 

•* f. • , _^.a« 

w8* integrated bopks and ■aterlals involving Bogro history# in^s*ryl^,f^ 
oation for teachers are unfaiWar with the aaterial# pwopwii^ 
wtlODa of aonthara white taerinra (aid ^ 

riala in the iHtetrated olasarooa and helping legro J^dmpa In al^lhfpo,, 

. ' • • • V'. . ■» • • ' ' ‘ . • • • .* i ' , • •• 

schools p w er p cBC an odd anbiBoiby boward/to con^np^.j^ bpajhlng , ^ .. 



Negro history* lAitth sMms to be gripping more than a few as Jim Crow barriers 

fall and a new era emerges* The amount of stress to place on various aspects 

* *• * ^ •- • 

of the subject is also- W problem; ,eoma zealo;ts are wont to dwell on achievers 
and ignore slavery uid so on. There^ is the necessity of having test 
makers (and thes6 <Ure' publidiers jagaln)., include this body of Information in 



their pools olr test' it^sj Ti^Tii^g^t result in wme slight adjustment of 

.r. . ^ ' 

the cultur^ idaMs of -idiieh most standardised tests are so badly afflicted. 

When to begin the studhr of: .ttie ^bject is still another problem and a 
conminity coining to ^rips with, all of :&e_probXems involved in adjusting 
its earrieulun td Inblude Negro history odidit as well begin here. Uhile 
most of iho new Nei^ history materials, coi^ng from the publishers are aimed 

i «T • 

at junior senior higd^ school students^ it would seem far better to start 

. - i:- ... . » ; . . 

much earlier, li^eed^ we shculd beg]^ ,^t the beginning if the beliefs and 






urgings of payeholbgi^S'Coheerning; the, vital importance of early childhood 
education is^ W be' respected. .'Operat^^ Start, the highly snccessfbl 

* ‘ ‘ • ' ' is 

preschool proi^ain, is based on '^'^searchies of J. MeV. Hunt, Benjamin 
noom and othbira "lAo^^ fbr- example, believe that basic intelligence, most of 
the se^^ohd^t ahd'iAiisonallty and basically all of the bigotry are learned 






by children befort agC^lO* . . 

Folloidng tide reasoning, the, early, pages little tots' books 

'•if * ^ " ' ' " ^ 

shoving t he fc ^Min g and foiMadiftra .of our country should include Negroes. 



Not as a 81^1^' cinse but'^as a^aat^r..cf fact — actual fact. The page 

I - **-••*.]« 

-*•.*.-* ’ m * • • . " * 

after Ifoshlhgton ahd’ the >annbnnoenent8 of. independence, for exaiqjle, might 
show Attttoks standing at Boston Cosnons — "like a stone wall" (why not?) 
the first to fall for fireedom. Attacks need not be identified as a Negro 
and a "credit to his race." The picture will suffice to implant the concept 
of a courageous oitisen whose coloring is different from Uiishitigton' s« If 



later the writer is called hy the spirit to identify Whahington as an 
Engli sh - iteeriean» Attacks psist becpne a Nigerian^4Bsrioan so on* Such 
an approach^ widely adopted^ would do venders in imVin g edocation e<iual-in 
this country* 

Such a lesson would be on the side of those who advocate the integrat*. 
ion of Negro history in the textbooks* 3apexate books and lessons on the* 
subject might better be placed in the hi^er grades. This lesson. would 
require no sermonising on race .relations hy the teacher* The lesson would 
not have to wait for Negro History.. Meek*. It is pure and, aeourate histcK^ 
that tells it as it really was*' And as the children turn Uieir ' pages 
through the grades, the vdiole thing would be there at the correct , era, Hu . 
Sable at the Chicago site, the Massachusetts 54th at Fort .Vagner* Thrnw 
in the Southlumq>ton swnnpc#; Finchback, Rilleaux, I.'Ouvqrture . and all . the 
rest. The whole long and.' valiant Odysscgr .would be ..there* 

Conmunities. shc^d insist on such an approach* There is. a danger that 
in the new programs for compensatory education we will do too little, top 
late, in bringing the materials .intn the claserooBs* . Also, as a rosuit of 
the fierce agitation against Hick and Jane bookfjwe. mig^t get off on the 
tangent of "urban” and "suburban”' ourrioulums, ,.with inner^ity .setting, 
and multi-et^c groups in .one and wasp-type su]tarban^|^ok and ^anes ip . 
the other* Education has been likened; to . a drunk sweying 

from one extreme to. another^ This mi^., be jns^ .persaoutipn* . Hdodt, Jane, 
apartments, ranch houses. and Attacks ehould all be i,n the. saM bpok* . 

The writer has. seen too few eehopls..^oh .are taUng.^ this. tack but . 
he is happy to report that fe»;.hM seen.some and.t^t the .^acbers ip the, . 
sohoole believe the system has great vaiue*.,.,He,ia.^^^ 
that the number of such aohooXs seems to .^.growing. rapidly* 
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In-Servlcg Training in Wagro History 

• ^ ' 

« * % * % 

There are now rather vide opportunities to promote in-service training 
of teachers in teaching "Negro histoiy* The sixty or so Institutes for'dis- 

r *4 . ' * 

advantaged children held'4^hls sunner under the National Defense Tklacation 
Act brought more thati 2>000 teachers into contact with euxrent opinion on 



*• . * 



the situation*' A]^pi*d3timately the same number of reading and history insti- 
tutes vere held ani e’llkLted- .amoimt, pf attention mi^t have been devoted 
to the subject* A hidallualumber of potentially valuaide institutes for 
teachers of newly 'ihtegrated schools are being sponsor^ by the U* S« Office 

’ ' I , • . K 

of Education ubdeir ihe^teties of Title IV of the Civil Rights^ Act* ’ They can 
help* All of tKese'itastitutes will operate in future sunnefs, 8bffle during 
the regular school yearr 

In addition tb j^ous statements abopt equality, acadendcians must 
review the activities of 'the .teaehei^traini^ units in their institutions* 
This is where sound ahd lasting progress will be made* The future teachers- 
must receive a sound arid aocurate grounding in Negro history fnbm the sub-.; . 






Ject-matter dej^a^tmentri andla gi«ppdin|^^.ln how and why to 'uS^ it' in the 
psychology and 'education'- departments* . . .o , 



Perhaps 'the most digniflqant n»ve to date in the is a^l^^ . 

move by' the gov^Nlment^Sr•^^ Illations Service tb'pit)ttbte the devel«- 

o' *i / ' • • . » 

opnent of tes^bcbkS AMch treat Negroes and their history' fairly* ' Hie .|xro*- 

* ' • e > * ^ ^ a • 

posal evidently does' not have unanimous support as the rnemceraridum was •. 
leaked to a team of' unfriendly columnists in early Sej^einber who viciously 

* *' '* * • * 'r. ‘ 

• ' ^ ‘ ’ * ** ^- **\ . * I 

attacked it iii the' September 14; issue of the Washington under the 



^ - >o. , » ^ ^ ^ 

heading of Federal' Thxtbcoka* ..Civil ricd^ts groups ^ould rally behind 



:c.- r 



this proposal* The government should root cut the causes of Mgotry in . 
this country Wherever they are found* Also, under the new Elementary and 
Secondary Act* a Title II, the government may soon find itself underwriting 




the cost of books which promote racial bigotr7 while at the same time 
paying personnel of its various units to try to help stamp it out* 

In sum, the long drive to teach Negro history accurately in the public 
schools might be nearing a significant breakthrough but there is nueh hard 
work to do and a few hard battles yet to be fought* More and more people 
are becoming aware of the great wrong being done the children of both races 
and perhaps most important, they are gaining insights into the intricacies 
of the situation* Psychologists, compensatory education teachers, hum a n 
relations groups, government agencies and the man on the street are all 
new and potentially powerful allies in the struggle* One thing is surely 
certain now is the time to rally round, and hard* 



